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What are the duties of carers and health professionals to people with mental incapacity? 
How ought we to think about the ethical and legal issues? 
What can any of us do to improve and safeguard the lives of those cared for? 

Changing legislation and differing views on human worth and status have had profound effects on 
how these questions are answered. This book is aimed at bringing clarity to the debate and finding 
ethically robust answers to such questions. 

Topics discussed include: withholding treatment, tube-feeding patients with dementia, the ‘persistent 
vegetative state,’ euthanasia in the Netherlands and Belgium, the Mental Capacity Act 2005, medical 
research, and sterilisation of intellectually disabled adults. 
 
Contributors include: Bishop Donal Murray, John Finnis, Wendy Hiscox, Avak Howsepian, 
David Albert Jones, Aaron Kheriaty, Anthony McCarthy, Johanna Valiquette and Helen Watt. 
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